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SUB J : ISRAELI VIEWS ON SECURITY ROLE OF GOLAN HEIGHTS 
REF: DAMASCUS 3801 

1. REFTEL NOTES THAT ARTICLE "LINES OF SECURITY" BY 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR MARTIN VAN CREVELD WHICH 
APPEARED IN THE JERUSALEM POST JULY 25 WAS SUBJECT OF 
RECENT DISCUSSION BETWEEN AMBASSADOR MURPHY AND SYRIAN 
CHIEF OF STAFF SHIHABI. ARTICLE ATTRACTED LITTLE 
ATTENTION IN ISRAEL, WHERE ITS ARGUMENTATION IS SHARED 

BY FEW PEOPLE. VAN CREVELD, WHO HAS WRITTEN EXTENSIVELY 
ON STRATEGIC ISSUES, IS ONE OF A NUMBER OF DOVISH ISRAELI 
ACADEMICS WHO HAVE LITTLE INFLUENCE ON THINKING IN EITHER 
THE GOVERNMENT OR THE DEFENSE COMMUNITY. 

2. MOST ISREALIS DISAGREE SHARPLY WITH BAN CREVELD’S 
CONTENTION THAT SYRIAN PRESENCE ON GOLAN HEIGHTS NEVER 
CONSTITUTED A REAL THREAT TO ISRAEL SECURITY, NOR WOULD THEY 
AGREE WITH HIM THAT MOUNTAINS TO WEST OF SEA OF GALILEE (LAKE 
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EASTERN SIDE. A NUMBER OF ISRAELI POLITICIANS PERHAPS AGREE 
PRIVATELY WITH HIS VIEW THAT CIVILIAN SETTLEMENTS ON GOLAN 
HEIGHTS HAVE NO MILITARY VALUE, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN SINGULARLY 
RELUCTANT TO SAY SO PUBLICLY. 

3. IT IS CERTAINLY TRUE THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE FERMENT 
IN ISRAEL ABOUT ROLE OF GOLAN HEIGHTS, AS REGARDS BOTH ITS 
MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE AND FUTURE DISPOSITION OF CIVILIAN 
SETTLEMENTS. AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER THOSE WHO ARE 
SPEAKING OUT MOST STRONGLY ARE THE OPPONENTS OF ANY WITHDRAWAL 
ON THE HE OHTSBMX#THE OOMERNMENT#HAS PUBLICLY INDICATED ITS 
READINESS TO NEGOTIATE AN OVERALL AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA. AND 
SOME MINISTERS HAVE EVEN SAID THAT THEY WOULD SUPPORT THE REMOVAL 
OF SOME CIVILIAN SETTLEMENTS FOR A FINAL PEACE AGREEMENT. 

CONSENSUS OF SENIOR LEADERSHIP AT THIS POINT. AS HAS ALREADY 
BEEN NOTED, IS THAT CHANGE FOR INTERIM SETTLEMENT INVOLVING 
MORE THAN ' COSMETIC' CHANGES ON THE GOLAN IS VIRTUALLY NIL AND THIS 
CONSENSUS HAS ONLY BEEN STRENGTHENED BY RECENT SYRIAN 
STATEMENTS. 
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